Productivity Template: Writing a Horror Story 


1. Story Ideation 

Generate Main Idea for the Story #Brainstorm 
Identify key characters 

Outline basic plot 

Determine setting 


2. Detailed Character Development 

Flesh out Main Characters #CharacterDevelopment 
Determine character backstories 

Identify character motivations and fears 

Develop Secondary Characters 

Define relationships to main characters 

Identify role in story progression 


3. Setting and Atmosphere 

Describe the setting in detail #WorldBuilding 
Physical environment 

Time period 

Establish the horror atmosphere 

Use of foreboding and suspense 
Incorporate elements of fear and unease 


4. Plot Development 
Outline the plot in detail #PlotDevelopment 


Introduction 
1. Establish characters 


2. Lay out setting 

3. Introduce conflict 

Rising Action 

1. Develop conflict 

2. Increase tension and suspense 
Climax 

1. Confrontation or peak of the horror 
2. Turning point for the protagonist 
Falling action 

1. Events following the climax 

2. Start resolving conflict 
Conclusion 

1. Tie up loose ends 

2. Final Resolution 


5. Writing 

Write the first draft #FirstDraft 

Review and revise the first draft #Revision 
Write the final draft #FinalDraft 


6. Post-Writing 

Proofread the final draft #Proofreading 

Get feedback from others #PeerReview 

Final edits and revisions #FinalEdits 

Submission or Publication #SubmissionPublication 


